
17th 
World Festival of 
Youth & Students

13 - 21 December 2010,
South Africa

17th World Festival of Youth
Join the Namibia Delegation to the 17th World 

Festival of Youth & Students

___Yes! I want to participate in the World 
Festival of Youth and Students. Please send 
me an application.

___Yes! I want more information on how 
to get involved in my local organizing 
committee.

___I am not able to attend but would like 
to contribute so that another youth can 
participate.

Name:_____________________________
Address:___________________________
Region:______________________
E-mail:_____________________________
Tel:_______________________________

Send to: Namibia  National Preparatory 
Committee
National Youth Council of Namibia (NYC)
36 Pasteur Street, Windhoek West
Tel: +264 61 248218/9     
Fax: +264 61 248322
P.O. Box 60956
Katutura, Windhoek
E-mail: info@youthcouncil-namibia.com
Website: www.youthcouncil-namibia.org

Travel to South Africa
and meet young people from around the 
world! 

Delegates will participate in

Daily sessions featuring local and international 
speakers on current political, social and 
economic issues facing the youth

Daily concerts featuring top local & 
international artists

Cultural events, battle of ideas public talks

Scoring for friendship, solidarity & social 
transformation soccer tournament

Running for friendship, solidarity& social 
transformation marathon

March to Constitution Hill

International photography, song & poetry 
contest

Young filmmaker’s meeting

Ba a part of the biggest international youth event 
in the world and help to shape our future! 
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“Let’s defeat imperialism, for a 
world of peace, solidarity and social 

transformation”

For the first time in Southern Africa!



What is the Festival?
Every few years, tens of thousands of young people from 
nearly every Country in the world gather together under 
a banner of peace, friendship and international solidarity 
at the World Festival of Youth and Students.

At the Festivals, youth participate in forums and discussions 
on every issue facing our generation. The Festival is a 
space to exchange ideas and share experiences of the 
struggles against war, racism, sexism, privatization, 
corporate globalization, attacks on workers’ right to 
organize, and the destruction of our environment. We 
will assert our right to education and employment, 
racial, gender and economic equality, land reform, and 
the independence and self-determination of nations. 
As a space for dialogue and understanding, the Festival 
reflects the diversity and richness of the international 
youth and student movement and its demands.

History of the Festival
The festival movement grew out of the ashes of the 
Second World War, when thousands of youth and 
students assembled in Prague, Czechoslovakia in 1948 
to proclaim that the youth would never again allow the 
horrors of fascism to terrorize the world. Since then, 
the festival has blossomed into an ongoing forum for 
progressive youth from all over the world. 
The Namibia  National Preparatory Committee (NNPC) 
is composed of dozens of progressive youth and student 
organizations from around the country. The NNPC 
wishes to bring a broad, diverse delegation to the festival 
to reflect the richness of cultures and experiences that 

exist among our youth. We invite young workers, artists, 
religious youth, athletes, musicians, activists, and 
students (high school and college age) to be part of our 
delegation.

We particularly encourage young People of Color, youth, 
working class youth and women to participate.

Each festival offers an opportunity to learn about the 
history and particular struggles of the host country and 
region. This year  in Johannesburg  we will have the
Chance to learn about the achievements and victories 
of the South Africa people, who have stood up to fight 
economic and political attacks and intervention to fight for 
their social and economic rights. We will have a chance 
to express our solidarity with the South African youth 
and people in their struggle for self-determination.

Johannesburg is an African city of note. Johannesburg is 
characterised by contradiction and an apparent seamless 
combination of irreconcilable differences. The largest 
city in South Africa, Johannesburg is also the wealthiest 
and, without doubt, the economic powerhouse of 
Africa. 

Johannesburg is a booming, happening city and the 
emphasis is on making money - whether in business 
or on the streets - and has been since its beginnings 
when the world’s richest gold fields were discovered 
in Johannesburg during the 1880s. 

To the first-time visitor Johannesburg, or Jozi as it’s 
more commonly known, can be a little daunting, more 
so because of the misrepresentation by the media of 
Johannesburg as something of a war zone. There is 
crime; you do need to keep your wits about you, but 
once bitten by the vibe of Jozi, you’re going to want to 
come back again. 

The Johannesburg inner city, abandoned by an 
exodus of big business that transferred to Sandton 
and, until recently, avoided by all except die-hard 
tourists, is undergoing a complete regeneration. 
The area close to City Hall and Newtown Cultural 
Precinct, which has completely transformed the 
Market Theatre and surrounds, now forms the heart 
of urban revival, and the Johannesburg inner city 
remains the largest employment centre in South 
Africa. 
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Johannesburg, South Africa


